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Preface 
 
The Road Licensing and Safety Division (RL&S) coordinates and leads the Department of 

Transportation’s road licensing and regulatory responsibilities. There are many challenges in filling this 

role in a territory the size of the NWT where the cost of providing services must be balanced against our 

objective of improving service to all residents. 

 

RL&S has embarked on a strategic initiative to provide improved driver and vehicle licensing services 

in all communities. Efforts are ongoing to move our Motor Vehicle Information System (MVIS) to a PC 

environment, which will allow us to develop enhancements to the MVIS to improve the speed and 

quality of service to residents. In addition, RL&S has developed, and is currently testing, a Mobile 

Issuing Station which will be used to deliver driver and vehicle licensing services in remote 

communities.  

 

We continue to work with other jurisdictions to ensure that our high security Drivers Licence and 

General Identification Cards are accepted as identification anywhere in North America. We are 

continually seeking ways to improve our process for issuing these products, without compromising their 

security and acceptance. 

 

All drivers manuals for NWT residents are now available on-line on our website at www.dot.gov.nt.ca. 

The website is a good source of information for those looking for answers related to driver and vehicle 

licensing, and we continue to look for ways to make our services and information available on-line. 

 

The launch of the Drive Alive program pulls together a number of transportation safety campaigns in the 

NWT. Drive Alive is working with private and government partners to achieve a simple objective – 

making the residents of the NWT continually aware of the need to make safe choices whenever they are 

a pedestrian, passenger, or operator of a vehicle on our roads, trails, and waterways. 

 

Finally, RL&S is working in close co-operation with municipal enforcement and RCMP to coordinate 

enforcement activities. This co-operation is expected to improve transportation safety through the 

enforcement of laws intended to improve safety. We also welcome ideas from communities and other 

stakeholders as we continue our efforts to better serve the residents of the NWT. 
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2007/2008 Registrar's Report 

    2007/2008 Compared to 2006/2007 

    
    

 
2006/2007 2007/2008 

% 

Change 

    Total Revenue ($) 4,485,194.00 4,729,143.00 5.4 

      Registrations 3,130,097.00 3,330,689.00 6.4 

      Driver Testing 88,235.00 93,340.00 5.8 

      Driver Licensing 577,130.00 496,705.00 -13.9 

      Products and Services 689,733.00 808,408.00 17.2 

    Written Tests Conducted 3,344 3,367 0.7 

Road Tests Conducted 1,307 1,428 9.3 

    Criminal Code Convictions 143 193 35.0 

Motor Vehicles Act Convictions 1,305 1,286 -1.5 

Transportation of Dangerous Goods Convictions 3 22 633.3 

    Clients Receiving Demerit Points 1,743 2,315 32.8 

Suspensions Issued 617 643 4.2 

    Commercial Vehicle Permits Issued 8,787 9,956 13.3 

CVSA Inspections Conducted  544 501 -7.9 

    

 
2006 2007 

% 

Change 

    Registered Vehicles [1] 31,664 30,078 -5.0 

Licensed Drivers [1] 24,432 24,442 0.0 

NWT Population [2] 41,861 42,637 1.9 

    [1] As of December 31 of year shown. 

   [2] From NWT Bureau of Statistics estimates as of September 30 of year shown. 
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1.0 Introduction 

 

This report presents a statistical summary of the vehicle and driver population in the Northwest Territories and 

presents a summary of revenue, driver testing activity, convictions and suspensions.  This information can be used 

by Program Managers, Regional Superintendents and Senior Managers to assess Road Licensing and Safety 

activities and monitor trends.  The information in this report is derived from data maintained on the Road 

Licensing and Safety Motor Vehicle Information System (MVIS).  A series of reports are used to extract the 

statistical information from MVIS.   

 

The information is checked for reasonableness and accuracy by comparing with reports available on MVIS and 

the Financial Information System (FIS) as well as Northwest Territories population figures.  Road Licensing and 

Safety Headquarters and Regional staff also have an opportunity to review the charts and tables for accuracy.  

Despite these measures, errors may exist due to data coding and entry, therefore, the information should be 

viewed with caution. 

 

2.0 Executive Summary 

 

Section 3.0 shows the number of registered vehicles by type and region.  The table includes all vehicles with a 

valid registration as of December 31, 2007 and registered to an individual or company with a Northwest 

Territories address.  Duplicate registrations are excluded by counting unique vehicle identification numbers.  As 

of December 31, 2007, there were 30,078 registered vehicles, a 5.0 percent decrease from 2006.   

 

The breakdown of registered vehicles by type is an approximation based on variables including; vehicle make, 

vehicle model, vehicle type, style, license plate type, and gross vehicle weight.  Light-duty vehicles, including 

passenger cars, passenger vans, sport utility vehicles and pickup trucks, comprised 72 percent of the vehicle 

population in 2007. 

 

Section 4.0 presents the characteristics of licensed drivers.  The tables include all Northwest Territories residents 

with a valid driver’s license as of December 31, 2007.   On this date, there were 24,442 licensed drivers, virtually 

no change from 2006.  The population of the Northwest Territories increased by 1.9 percent during the same 

period.  Persons aged 65 and over comprised 3.6 percent of the driver population.  Although not shown in the 

tables, the proportion of drivers aged 65 and over is increasing.  

 

Section 5.0 presents revenue data from all Driver and Vehicle Licensing Offices operated by the Department of 

Transportation and by private contractors.  The revenue is summarized by category, region and Issuing Office for 

all transactions taking place between April 1, 2007 and March 31, 2008.  This is the most revenue ever generated 

in a Fiscal Year.   

 

For the 2007/2008 Fiscal Year, revenue from the various categories is as follows: 

 

 Vehicle registrations: $3,330,689.48 

 Driver testing:       $93,340.00 

 Driver licensing:    $496,705.04 

 Products and services:    $808,408.00 

 Total:   $4,729,142.52 
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Section 6.0 shows the total number of driver tests conducted in the Northwest Territories between April 1, 2007 

and March 31, 2008 by test type (written vs. road), class and region and shows the corresponding passing rates.  

In the 2007/2008 Fiscal Year, 3,367 written tests and 1,428 road tests were conducted.  The corresponding 

passing rates were 61.4 percent and 62.0 percent, respectively.   

 

Section 7.0 presents information on driver convictions, suspensions and demerit points of Northwest Territories 

drivers.  The tables showing Criminal Code and Motor Vehicles Act convictions include convictions arising from 

offences committed by Northwest Territories residents between April 1, 2007 and March 31, 2008.  The tables 

exclude convictions arising from offences committed outside of the Northwest Territories. 

 

During the 2007/2008 Fiscal Year, there were 193 convictions under the Criminal Code, a 35 percent increase 

from the previous Fiscal Year.  There were 1,286 convictions under the Motor Vehicles Act.  This is a 1.5 percent 

decrease from the previous Fiscal Year. 

 

Section 8.0 shows the number of permits issued by type and Weigh Scale, number of Commercial Vehicle Safety 

Alliance (CVSA) inspections conducted and number of offences under the Transportation of Dangerous Goods 

Act and Regulations for the 2007/2008 Fiscal Year.  

 

During 2007/20078 

 

 9,956 permits were issued; 

 501 CVSA inspections were conducted; and 

 22 charges were laid under the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act and Regulations.     

 

Section 9.0 presents information on reportable collisions in the Northwest Territories for the 2006 and 2007 

calendar years.  A reportable collision is an incident involving one or more motor vehicles resulting in death, 

personal injury or a minimum of $1,000 in property damage.  Details on traffic collisions is presented in the 

publication entitled “2007 NWT Traffic Collision Facts” and includes collisions occurring on the NWT Highway 

system.  This publication contains useful information on issues that affect collisions and their severities, such as 

drinking and driving; unsafe speed; young and old drivers; and use of occupant restraints.  This publication can be 

accessed at the Department of Transportation’s website at the following address: 

 

http://www.gov.nt.ca/Transportation/documents/index.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gov.nt.ca/Transportation/documents/index.html
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1. Registered Vehicles by Type and Region (December 31, 2007) 
              

 

Region 
 

Vehicle Type Inuvik 

Fort 

Simpson 

South 

Slave North Slave Total 

Passenger Car 1,057 355 1,955 4,706 8,073 

Mini Van 215 73 399 963 1,650 

Light Utility Vehicle 316 107 583 1,405 2,411 

Pickup Truck 1,131 376 2,094 5,032 8,633 

Full Size Van 106 36 193 467 802 

Ambulance 2 2 3 7 14 

Other Truck/Van <= 4536 kg 36 5 58 104 203 

Unit Truck > 4536 kg 124 36 156 131 447 

Road Tractor 184 41 162 262 649 

School Buses 1 2 7 16 26 

All Other Buses 24 8 17 63 112 

Motorcycle 49 11 114 388 562 

Scooter/Moped 1 0 15 23 39 

All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV) 116 18 142 271 547 

Motorhome 16 2 58 93 169 

Farm Equipment 1 0 7 6 14 

Construction Equipment 164 42 202 240 648 

Fire Engine 5 3 4 4 16 

All Trailers 996 156 1,171 2,740 5,063 

Total 4,544 1,273 7,340 16,921 30,078 
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3. Number of Licensed Drivers by Class and Region 

(December 31, 2007) 

            

 

    Region   

 Class Inuvik Fort Simpson South Slave North Slave Total 

1 294 48 253 399 994 

1 & 6 34 15 109 184 342 

2 11 4 37 103 155 

2 & 6 1 3 15 28 47 

3 121 43 151 252 567 

3 & 6 15 3 38 79 135 

4 195 31 212 576 1,014 

4 & 6 11 6 28 93 138 

5 2,529 759 3,211 10,414 16,913 

5 & 6 144 27 249 1,002 1,422 

5P 125 63 193 545 926 

6 0 0 1 0 1 

7 268 95 314 1,111 1,788 

Total 3,748 1,097 4,811 14,786 24,442 
 

4.  Number of Licensed Drivers by Class and Age Group (December 31, 2007) – All Communities 

Age Group 1 1 and 6 2 2 and 6 3 3 and 6 4 4 and 6 5 5 and 6 5P 6 7 Total 

Less than 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 127 127 

16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 101 0 151 253 

17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 26 2 152 0 135 315 

18 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 108 0 127 0 109 345 

19 2 0 0 0 2 0 3 0 238 2 70 0 104 421 

20 6 1 1 0 2 0 2 0 280 1 48 0 99 440 

21-24 38 1 1 0 27 1 26 1 1,323 46 110 0 269 1,843 

25-34 175 19 23 1 120 16 241 22 4,187 229 159 0 374 5,566 

35-44 290 82 41 9 184 26 316 43 4,108 390 105 0 220 5,814 

45-54 290 140 64 25 144 61 265 47 3,812 465 37 1 134 5,485 

55-64 149 88 19 9 78 30 129 23 2,108 245 15 0 50 2,943 

65-69 28 8 4 2 8 0 21 2 357 24 1 0 6 461 

70-74 10 1 2 1 0 1 7 0 202 11 1 0 3 239 

75-79 5 1 0 0 1 0 3 0 102 4 0 0 5 121 

80-84 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 48 3 0 0 0 53 

85-89 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 0 0 2 15 

90 & Over 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Total 994 342 155 47 567 135 1,014 138 16,913 1,422 926 1 1,788 24,442 
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5. Number of Licensed Drivers by Gender and Age Group (December 31, 2007) – All Communities 

 

Age Group Male Female Total 

 

 
 

         

Less than 16 60 67 127           

16 126 127 253           

17 170 145 315           

18 165 180 345           

19 221 200 421           

20 227 213 440                

21-24 990 853 1,843           

25-34 2,775 2,791 5,566           

35-44 3,127 2,687 5,814           

45-54 3,026 2,459 5,485           

55-64 1,815 1,128 2,943           

65-69 312 149 461           

70-74 158 81 239           

75-79 91 30 121           

80-84 31 22 53           

85-89 10 5 15           

90 & Over 1 0 1           

Total 13,305 11,137 24,442           
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23. Reportable Collisions, 2007 Compared to 2006 
 

      

   
2006 2007     % Change 

      

PROPERTY DAMAGE ONLY COLLISIONS                   564  

                  

619  9.8 

PERSONAL INJURY COLLISIONS                     88  

                  

114  29.5 

FATAL COLLISIONS 

 

                      3  

                      

5  66.7 

TOTAL REPORTED COLLISIONS                   655  

                  

738  12.7 

      

NUMBER OF PERSONS KILLED                       3  

                      

5  66.7 

NUMBER OF PERSONS INJURED                   112  

                  

156  39.3 

      

NWT HIGHWAY SYSTEM COLLISIONS                   143  

                  

149  4.2 

RURAL COLLISIONS 

 

                      5  

                      

8  60.0 

COLLISIONS IN COMMUNITIES                   507  

                  

581  14.6 

      

REGISTERED VEHICLES 

 

             31,664  

             

30,078  -5.0 

LICENSED DRIVERS 

 

             24,432  

             

24,442  0.0 

      

NWT POPULATION [1] 

 

             41,861  

             

42,637  1.9 

      COLLISIONS PER 100 LICENSED DRIVERS 2.68 3.02 12.6 

COLLISIONS PER 100 REGISTERED 

VEHICLES 2.07 2.45 18.6 

COLLISIONS PER 100 POPULATION 1.56 1.73 10.6 

      COLLISIONS INVOLVING ALCOHOL 44 46 4.5 

       [1]  2006 and 2007 population from NWT Bureau of Statistics July 1 estimate published in 

'Quarterly Report', March 2008. 

    


